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Empirical Studies of Mental Representation 
  
Who is conducting the study, why you have been asked to participate, how you were 
selected, and what is the approximate number of participants in the study? 
Dr. Lera Boroditsky is conducting a research study to find out more about human cognition. You 
have been asked to participate in this study because you are between the ages of 18 and 75. 
You were selected from the SONA subject pool. There will be approximately 200 participants in 
this study. 
 
Why is this study being done?  
The purpose of this study is to understand more about how people think and behave. 
 
What will happen to you in this study and which procedures are standard of care and 
which are experimental?  
If you agree to be in this study, the following will happen to you: You will see or hear words or 
sentences or look at objects or images or videos and will be asked to answer simple questions 
(e.g., name the picture, or press a button on a computer to indicate your response). The session 
may be audio or video recorded to allow for an objective basis for the data to be scored and 
analyzed. If the study includes audio or video recording, an additional audio or video consent 
form will be provided to you. 
 
How much time will each study procedure take, what is your total time commitment, and 
how long will the study last? 
Your total time involvement will be no longer than 90 minutes. 
 
What risks are associated with this study?  
Participation in this study may involve some added risks or discomforts. These include the 
following: A potential for the loss of confidentiality. The information collected from this study will 
remain completely confidential – your responses will be associated with a code that is not linked 
to your name in any way. In addition, research records will be kept confidential to the extent 
allowed by law. Data will be used only for the purpose of the research. Your name will not be 
identified in any report of the results. Research records may be reviewed by the UCSD 
Institutional Review Board, NSF, and the McDonnell Foundation Minimal discomfort associated 
with performing everyday computer tasks, including a potential for mild boredom or fatigue and 
possible discomfort from being audio or video recorded. The participant may choose to stop the 
experiment should they feel uncomfortable.   
Because this is a research study, there may also be some unknown risks that are currently 
unforeseeable. 
 
What are the alternatives to participating in this study?  
The alternative to participation in this study is not to participate. Your course instructor will 
provide alternate methods of obtaining credit if you are unwilling or unable to participate. 
 
 



What benefits can be reasonably expected?  
There is no direct benefit to you from participating in this study. The investigator, however, may 
learn more about human cognition, and society may benefit from this knowledge. 
 
Can you choose to not participate or withdraw from the study without penalty or loss of 
benefits? 
Participation in research is entirely voluntary. You may refuse to participate or withdraw or 
refuse to answer specific questions in an interview or on a questionnaire at any time without 
penalty or loss of benefits to which you are entitled. If you decide that you no longer wish to 
continue in this study, you will be required to alert the experimenter. 
 
Can you be withdrawn from the study without your consent?  
The PI may remove you from the study without your consent if the PI feels it is in your best 
interest or the best interest of the study. You may also be withdrawn from the study if you do not 
follow the instructions given you by the study personnel. 
 
Will you be compensated for participating in this study?  
You will not receive financial compensation for your time or travel. You will receive course credit 
according to the guidelines of the Psychology Human Subject Pool (according to time 
involvement).  You must be a UCSD student to obtain course credit. 
 
Are there any costs associated with participating in this study? 
There will be no cost to you for participating in this study. 
 
Who can you call if you have questions?  
Dr. Boroditsky and/or the instruction provided here has explained this study to you and 
answered your questions. If you have other questions or research-related problems, you may 
reach Dr. Boroditsky at (858)-534-4135. 
 
 


